
 
 

Dear AUC Members,  

I am writing as a concerned Albertan resident in response to your stakeholder feedback request, 
dated August 3, 2023. I respectfully request that the AUC end the pause and immediately 
recommence approvals for renewable energy projects greater than 1MW. I believe the 
decision to pause renewable projects of greater than 1MW is unnecessary, will threaten 
thousands of jobs, will increase electricity costs for all ratepayers, will stifle billions of dollars in 
investment, and will slow efforts to address climate change. Alberta is the solar powerhouse of 
Canada, and we need to maintain our competitive edge. 

I understand that you have a number of concerns you are seeking to address3: 

• With respect to land reclamation concerns, please note that solar sites will remain viable 
well past the end of life of the original panels, and this will significantly reduce land 
reclamation needs. Additionally, The Government of Alberta already has 
reclamation Guidelines for Renewable Energy Operations which address this matter. 

• With respect to end of life concerns for renewable energy infrastructure disposal, the 
Alberta Recycling Management Authority (ARMA) is already piloting reuse and recycle 
programs for solar PV. Given that the majority of solar being installed today will be in 
operation for well over 25 years, ARMA is really out ahead on this matter. 

• With respect to land use concerns, such as food security, wetland preservation and 
wildlife conservation, Solar Alberta has already created highly relevant Solar Siting 
Recommendations: https://solaralberta.ca/solar-siting-recommendations/. I believe you 
could review and adopt protocols such as these without a pause on approvals. 

If the Government of Alberta and the AUC are unwilling to immediately end the pause, I 
respectfully request that you continue to fully process new and existing excluded applications 
without issuing any approvals until after the pause period (Option 3 in your announcement). 

Thank you for considering my request.  

Sincerely, 

 

Alberta Utilities Commission 
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thousands of jobs, will increase electricity costs for all ratepayers, will stifle billions of dollars in 
investment, and will slow efforts to address climate change.  

I belong to a solar energy cooperative in the Peace region, we were a week away from our turn to 
be reviewed through the AUC when this moratorium suddenly brought everything to an abrupt 
halt. We are proposing a small 5 Megawatt solar farm which would have meant jobs and clean 
energy for the Peace region. This pause is completely unnecessary and an added expense and 
burden to our cooperative. 

Alberta is the solar powerhouse of Canada, and we need to maintain our competitive edge. 

I understand that you have a number of concerns you are seeking to address3: 

• With respect to land reclamation concerns, please note that solar sites will remain viable 
well past the end of life of the original panels, and this will significantly reduce land 
reclamation needs. Additionally, The Government of Alberta already has 
reclamation Guidelines for Renewable Energy Operations which address this matter. 

• With respect to end of life concerns for renewable energy infrastructure disposal, the 
Alberta Recycling Management Authority (ARMA) is already piloting reuse and recycle 
programs for solar PV. Given that the majority of solar being installed today will be in 
operation for well over 25 years, ARMA is really out ahead on this matter. 
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could review and adopt protocols such as these without a pause on approvals. 

If the Government of Alberta and the AUC are unwilling to immediately end the pause, I 
respectfully request that you continue to fully process new and existing excluded applications 
without issuing any approvals until after the pause period (Option 3 in your announcement). 
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