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Objective

• Brief on risks to federal terrestrial species 

at risk (SAR) under SARA as a result of 

the Highway 413 Project

• Provide details on federal SAR concerns 

that can be used as discussion points at 

future bilateral federal-provincial Working 

Group meetings



Key Authorities under SARA

Permitting (SARA s.73)

• SARA-listed migratory bird species individuals and their residences are 

protected under SARA everywhere in Canada (s.32-33)

• Minister may issue a permit for an activity affecting a SARA-listed species

• Pre-conditions must be met (s.73(3)): 

– All reasonable alternatives to the activity have been considered and the best solutions for the 

species have been adopted;

– All feasible measures will be taken to minimize the impact of the activity on the species and 

their habitat; and

– The activity will not jeopardize the survival and recovery of the species.

Emergency Orders (SARA s.80)

• The Minister must recommend to GIC to make an emergency order to 

provide for the protection of a species if he is of the opinion that the species 

faces imminent threats to its survival or recovery

• ECCC welcomes the opportunity to review and collaborate with Ontario on 

mitigation plans to reduce this risk.



Section 21.1





• Cavity trees used for nesting or roosting by the Red-headed 

Woodpecker (RHWO) are considered residence year-round because 

the species is likely to reuse them in consecutive years

• A residence for RHWO is protected until it is documented to not have 

been used for two consecutive years. Residence damage or 

destruction would contravene SARA, unless done under the authority 

of a SARA permit

• To determine whether a SARA permit is needed, the proponent should 

provide detailed occurrence data, mapped suitable habitat within the 

proposed Project footprint, and a description of the proposed activities 

in relation to the mapped suitable habitat

SARA Permitting - RHWO Residence
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