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BRIAN MAYES
CITY COUNCILLOR – ST. VITAL
                                                                                                                                                         February 24, 2026
Honorable Mike Moyes
Minister of Environment and Climate Change
234 - 450 Broadway, Winnipeg. Manitoba, R3C 0V8
Dear Minister,
Thank you for your ongoing efforts to promote environmental awareness in Manitoba. I am writing to request clarification on whether the Province of Manitoba is enforcing a specific environmental regulation that applies to the City of Winnipeg.
Manitoba Environment Act Licence 3042, issued in 2013, governs combined sewer overflows in the City of Winnipeg. Clause 8 of the licence prohibits the City from increasing flow into the sewage system and states: “…the Licencee shall use green technology and innovative practices in the design and operation of all new storm and wastewater infrastructures.” The wording is clear and mandatory, particularly the terms “shall” and “all.”

The City recently announced the creation of a $2.5 million fund to construct new catch basins in areas with partially separated combined sewer systems, with the stated goal of supporting housing densification. On February 3, at a meeting of the City’s Water and Waste Committee, I asked City staff what “green technology” and “innovative practices” are currently being used, and what are planned for these new projects.

City staff responded that the “green technology” requirement is satisfied by the provision in the 2019 Combined Sewer Master Plan requiring that 10% of related City expenditures be allocated to green infrastructure. This explanation is problematic for two reasons. First, it is inconsistent with the plain language of the licence: “all” new storm and wastewater infrastructure cannot reasonably be interpreted to mean 10%. Second, the timeline does not align. The licence was issued in 2013, while the Combined Sewer Master Plan was adopted in 2019, and therefore cannot retroactively define or limit the earlier license requirement.

City staff further stated that no green technology or innovative practices are currently planned for this combined sewer work, and that such approaches have not been implemented in past projects. They also indicated that, to their knowledge, the Province has never enforced these provisions of the licence.

This raises a fundamental question regarding how the Province of Manitoba enforces the conditions set out in its own licence? If the City is not implementing measures to meet the “green technology” and “innovative practices” requirements, it is important to understand how the Province interprets these terms and how compliance with Clause 8 is being evaluated and enforced. The mandatory wording of the licence suggests these provisions are not discretionary.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and for your work to date. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further and look forward to your response.

Yours Sincerely,
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Brian Mayes



510 Main Street, Winnipeg, MB R3B 1B9
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