
 
 

 

The Honourable Wab Kinew      December 5,2025 

Premier of Manitoba  
Room 204 Legislative Building  
450 Broadway Winnipeg, MB R3C 0V8 
Via Email: premier@manitoba.ca 

RE: Dakota Nations Partnership and Economic Opportunity with Deep Sky Manitoba in 
the Ancestral Oceti Sakowin Territory 

Dear Premier Kinew, 

I am writing to you today to voice our strong support for the Deep Sky Manitoba project, an 
initiative that represents a significant opportunity for economic advancement and environmental 
stewardship for the Dakota Oyate, reversing decades of economic exclusion in the region. 

Declaration of 
Relationship we have signed with Deep Sky. This is not a passive agreement; it is an active 
partnership designed to explore equity investment, revenue sharing, and meaningful 
participation in the green economy. It starts with clearly acknowledging the ancestral Dakota 
Territory, and the standing of the Dakota Nations have in the southern Manitoba Region. 

To realize the benefits of this partnership and to bring new prosperity to our communities we 
urge the Government of Manitoba to take two critical steps: allocate the necessary 
hydroelectric power to the project and finalize the regulatory framework for carbon storage 
this winter. 

We view this project as a vital component of economic reconciliation for our Dakota Nation in 
Manitoba for the following reasons: 

1. Economic Sovereignty and Jobs This project represents a capital investment of over $750 
million into our traditional territories. For our people, this means more than just statistics; it 
means long-term, high-quality employment. We are working with Deep Sky to ensure our 
members are prioritized for the 750 1,000 construction jobs and the 100 - 250 permanent 
operational roles that will follow. Securing the power allocation for this facility is directly 
securing livelihoods for our families. 
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Support for Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) Development and Recommendations to 
Improve “The Captured Carbon Storage Act

WHEREAS the RM of Pipestone supports economic growth, environmental responsibility, and 
sustainable development; and

WHEREAS carbon capture and storage (CCS) projects align with local and national climate 
goals and offer significant opportunities for our region; and

WHEREAS the Rural Municipality of Pipestone supports Manitoba’s efforts to lead in carbon 
storage through The Captured Carbon Storage Act, but believes some adjustments are needed to 
support successful project development.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Rural Municipality of Pipestone supports the 
efforts of CCS developers in Manitoba and urges the Province of Manitoba to consider the 
following improvements to the legislation:

1. Post-Closure Liability: Allow for the transfer of long-term liability to the Crown under 
clear conditions, as seen in Alberta and Ontario, to increase investor confidence.

2. Consultation Requirements: Streamline consultation and compensation processes with 
land rights holders to avoid unnecessary delays, following models like Alberta’s 
Directive 65.

3. Protected Areas: Permit deep  storage beneath protected lands while maintaining 
strong protections for surface ecosystems and drinking water sources.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT these changes would help Manitoba attract investment, 
create jobs, and become a leader in clean energy and carbon reduction.

CARRIED.
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